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DECEMBER 13, 1972 

TOHAK 191 

FOR: KISSINGER 

FROM: HAIG 

THANK YOU FOR HAKTO 44. YOUR EXPERIENCES TODAY CONVINCE ME THAT THE 
OPTIONS WHICH YOU HAVE OUTLINED ARE SOUND. I AM PRESENTING THEM 
TO THE PRESIDENT THIS AFTERNOON, TOGETHER WITH THE RATIONALE 
WHICH YOU HAVE INCLUDED. AS I POINTED OUT IN MY LAST MESSAGE, I 
SENSE A STRONG RESISTANCE TO UNDERTAKE THE TURN TO THE RIGHT NOW. 

THE PRESIDENT ASKED ME IF I FAVORED DOING SO AND I ANSWERED AFFIRM- 
ATIVELY. THE PRESIDENT THEN VENT THROUGH A LONG EXPOSITION OF 
THE FACT OF HOW DIFFICULT THIS WOULD BE. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WOULD 
NOT UNDERSTAND AND THE REALITIES WERE THAT IT WAS THE U.S. AND NOT 
HANOI THAT WAS BACKING AWAY FROM THE AGREEMENT BECAUSE WE HAD, 

IN EFFECT, PLACED ADDITIONAL DEMANDS ON THEM. HE ALSO ADDED THAT THE 
OTHER CULPABLE PARTY WAS SAIGON AND NOT HANOI AND THAT WE CAN EXPECT 
A MASSIVE PUSH FROM THE LEFT CHARGING US WITH BEING .TOOLS OF THIEU. :■ 
WHEN YOU COMBINE THIS LOGIC WITH AN EQUALLY ADAMANT REFUSAL TO 
ATTEMPT TO RALLY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO DO WHAT' IS RIGHT, IT IS 
OBVIOUS WE ARE FACED WITH SOME VERY DIFFICULT OBSTACLES HERE. . 


SINCE YOU MAlPjjAJiE-vSOliE QUESTIONS ABOUT MY VIEWS, I THINK I SHOULD 
CITE THEM FflWxOUqtEARL Y: (l) I BELIEVE THE TIME HAS COME TO 
INITIATE MASSIVE MILITARY PRESSURE AGAINST HANOI AND NORTH VIETNAM. 

NO OTHER cduRSE OF/ACTION WILL MEET THE PRESENT NEED, DESPITE THE 
SEVERE DOMESTIC RVSKS WHICH THIS COURSE OF ACTION WILL ENTAIL; 

(2) IT IS OUhsJwr FAILURE TO KEEP SIGHT OF THIS FACT THAT HAS BROUGHT 
US INTO THE CURRENT DILEMMA; <3) I DO NOT SHARE YOURS OR THE 
PRESIEDENT^^-IUEV THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, THE CONGRESS AND WHOEVER 
ELSE IS ASKED TO SUPPORT THE ACTION WILL NOT ULTIMATELY DO SO. 

THERE WILL, OF COURSE, BE A LOT OF WHITE HOUSE DISCOMFORT BUT THE 
SIMPLE FACTS ARE THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE UNDERSTAND HANOI'S 
TREACHERY AND WOULD NEVER UNDERSTAND ABANDONING THIEU BECAUSE 
OF HIS FAILURE TO ACCEPT THE PRESENCE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS 
IN THE SOUTH. THIS HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY VIEW. IT IS INCONCEIVABLE 
TO ME THAT THE CONGRESS COULD CUT OFF FUNDS TO THIEU WHILE HANOI 
HELD OUR PRISSONERS QR REFUSED TO MEET REASONABLE DEMANDS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE PEACE SETTLEMENT. 
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YOU NOV HAVE MY VIEWS UNEQUIVOCABLY WHICH I AM PRESENTING WITHOUT \ 
RESERVATION. I DO WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WITH THE EXCEPTION V 

OF YOUR OWN STAFF— JON HOVE, HOLDR IDGE AND KENNEDY— THERE IS ’ V 
PROBABLY NOT ANOTHER OFFICIAL IN WASHINGTON WHO WOULD JOIN IN THIS / : 
ASSESSMENT BUT I HAVE HAD THE BENEFIT OF OBSERVING HANOI'S /. 

INTRANS1GNCE FIRST HAND. YOU HAVE SEEN IT MORE EXTENSIVELY / 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU ARE AWARE BEFORE YOU ARRIVE HERE OF THE 
ATTITUDES AS I SENSE THEM. SECRETARY LAIRD HAS JUST FORWARDED j 
A MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT WHICH URGES HIM NOT TO TAKE ‘MILITARY , 
ACTION. THE MEMORANDUM ALSO MAINTAINS THAT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ; 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AND MR. RUSH HOLD IDENTICAL VIEWS. . I CHECKED! . 
PERSONALLY WITH THE CHAIRMAN AND HE DOES NOT HOLD THESE VIEWS V 
BUT THE TYPICAL LILZUP THAT WE HAVE KNOWN FOR SO LONG IS AGAIN 
DEVELOPING. , 


IT IS MY VIEW THAT OUR BEST STRATEGY IS TO MEET WITH THE PRESIDENT 
AT 10:00 AM IN THE MORNING TO LAY OUT THE ALTERNATIVES IN A FORTH- 
RIGHT AND DECISIVE MANNER AND TO RECOMMEND THAT WE TAKE THE ONLY 
VIABLE OPTION WHICH IS TO REACT NOW. THE PRESIDENT'S INSTINCTS 
WITHOUT THIS KIND OF ADVICE WILL BE TO DO OTHERWISE. HE MAY, IN FACT, 
DECIDE TO DO OTHERWISE DESPITE OUR ADVICE. I WILL BE AT THE AIRFIELD 
TO MEET YOU TONIGHT TO EXPLAIN IN GREATER DETAIL MY OWN THINKING. ' 


WITH RESPECT TO THE AGNEW TRIP, I AGREE WITH YOU COMPLETELY IF 
THE TRIP IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE TURN TO THE RIGHT. IF XT IS 
MERELY ANOTHER ACT OF THEATER WHICH FURTHER RAISES THE AMERICAN 
BELIEF THAT WE ARE ON THE VERGE OF A SETTLEMENT, I FRANKLY SEE NO 
REASON FOR UNDERTAKING IT AT ALL. SINCE GIVEN THE RECORD OF THE 
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' HELD r O UR PR I SSONCRS' OR.JJEF USED TO MEET REASONABLE DEMANDS ASSOC IATED 

WITH THE PEACE SETTLEMENT* rewoooot at tw won* atoms * ■ 
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VOIMTOV HAVE MY VIEWS UNEQUIVOCABLY WHICH I A M— PRESENT IN 6 WITHOUT 
RESERVATION. I DO WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF YOUR OWN STAFF— JON HOWE,HOLDRIDGE AND KENNEDY- -THERE IS 
PROBABLY NOT ANOTHER OFFICIAL IN WASHINGTON WHO WOULD JOIN IN THIS 
ASSESSMENT BUT I HAVE HAD THE BENEFIT OF OBSERVING HANOI'S 
INTRANSIGNCE FIRST HAND. YOU HAVE SEEN IT MORE EXTENSIVELY 
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU ARE AWARE BEFORE YOU ARRIVE HERE OF THE 
ATTITUDES AS I SENSE THEM. SECRETARY LAIRD HAS JUST FORWARDED 
A MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT WHICH URGES HIM NOT TO TAKE MILITARY 
ACTION. THE MEMORANDUM ALSO MAINTAINS THAT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AND MR. RUSH HOLD IDENTICAL VIEWS. . I CHECKED 
PERSONALLY WITH THE CHAIRMAN AND HE DOES NOT HOLD THESE VIEWS 
BUT THE TYPICAL LINEUP THAT WE HAVE KNOWN FOR SO LONG IS AGAIN 
DEVELOPING. * 

IT IS MY VIEW THAT OUR BEST STRATEGY IS TO MEET WITH THE PRESIDENT 
AT 10:00 AM IN THE MORNING TO LAY OUT THE ALTERNATIVES IN A FORTH- 
RIGHT AND DECISIVE MANNER AND TO RECOMMEND THAT WE TAKE THE ONLY 
VIABLE OPTION WHICH IS TO REACT NOW. THE PRESIDENT'S INSTINCTS 
WITHOUT THIS KIND OF ADVICE WILL BE TO DO OTHERWISE. HE MAY, IN FACT, 
DECIDE TO DO OTHERWISE DESPITE OUR ADVICE. I WILL BE AT THE AIRFIELD 
TO MEET YOU TONIGHT TO EXPLAIN IN GREATER DETAIL MY OWN THINKING. 

WITH RESPECT TO THE AGNEW TRIP/ I AGREE WITH YOU COMPLETELY IF 
THE TRIP IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE TURN TO THE RIGHT. IF IT IS 
. MERELY ANOTHER ACT OF THEATER WHICH FURTHER RAISES THE AMERICAN 
BELIEF THAT WE ARE ON THE VERGE OF A SETTLEMENT, I FRANKLY SEE NO 
REASON FOR UNDERTAKING IT AT ALL. SINCE GIVEN THE RECORD OF THE 
PAST TEN DAYS MEETING, THERE CAN BE NO EXCUSE FOR FURTHER THEATER 
WHICH SUGGESTS TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THAT PROGRESS IS BEING MADE 
WHICH IS NOT IN FACT JUSTIFIED. THE MORE WE PLAY THIS GAME, THE 
GREATER OUR CULPABILITY. IT MAKES SENSE ONLY IF IT IS ACCOMPANIED BY 
A FIRM DETERMINATION TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT AND .TO BRING THE SITUATION 
TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. 

WARM REGARDS. 
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